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RULE

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFI CE OF WORKERS' COWPENSATI ON

Title 40
Labor and Enpl oynent
Part |I. Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration

Chapter 21. Hearing Rules

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

§2101. Purpose

The purpose of these Rules is to govern the practice and procedures before
the Workers' Conpensation Court which is a statewi de court having jurisdiction
of clains for workers' conpensation benefits, the controversion of entitlenent
to benefits and other relief under the workers' conpensation act. These rules
are designed to facilitate the equitable, expeditious and sinple resolution of
wor kers' conpensation disputed clains filed with the Court.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronulgated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

§2103. Organization

The Workers' Conpensation Court shall be conprised of nine districts
nunbered 1 through 9:

District 1 East conprised of the follow ng parishes:
Bi enville, Caldwell, Catahoula, C aiborne, Concordia, East Carroll
Franklin, Gant, Jackson, Lasalle, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse,
Quachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, West Carroll, Wnn

District 1 West conprised of the follow ng parishes:
Bossi er, Caddo, Desoto, Natchitoches, Red River, Sabine,
Ver non, Webster

District 2 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:

Avoyel l es, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, St. Landry, West Baton
Rouge
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

District 3 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
Al | en, Beauregard, Cal casieu, Canmeron, Evangeline, Jefferson Davis

District 4 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
Acadi a, Lafayette, Vermlion

District 5 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
Ascensi on, Assunption, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, St. Janes,
West Fel i ci ana

District 6 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
Livingston, St. Helena, St. John the Baptist, St. Tammany,

Tangi pahoa, WAshi ngton

District 7 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
Jefferson, Plaquem nes, St. Bernard

District 8 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
O | eans

District 9 conprised of the foll owi ng parishes:
| beria, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. Martin,
St. Mary, Terrebonne

The current district office addresses are found in Appendi x Nunber 1.

A map of the state reflecting the districts are found in Appendi x Nunber

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2105. Oher Applicable Rules

Any matter of practice or procedure not delineated herein and not in
conflict with either the Workers' Conpensation Act or these rules will be guided
by practice and procedure followed in the district courts of this state as wel
as the practice and procedures provided for in the Louisiana Code of Civil
Pr ocedure.
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Departnment of Labor, Ofice of Wrkers
Conpensati on Adm nistration. L.R 16:297, (April, 1990), Repronulgated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, L.R 17:262, (March, 1991). Anended by Loui si ana Departnent of
Labor, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2107. Workers' Conpensation Judges

The Workers' Conpensation Judges are subject to the Code of Judicial
Conduct, Civil Service Rules and Louisiana State Code of Ethics. The Wrkers
Conpensation Judges shall have discretionary authority to use necessary
sanctions, including dismssal, in order to control the orderly process of the
hearing and enforce these rules and the orders of the judge nade pursuant
t her et o.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Loui siana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2109. Security

A The purpose of this rule is to mnimze interference with and
di sruptions of the business of the Wrkers' Conpensation Court and to provide
effective security in the buildings wherein the proceedi ngs governed by these
rul es are held. These buildings are hereinafter collectively referred to as "the
prem ses. "

B. The term "Bailiff" shall refer to the Deputy Sheriff assigned to
mai ntai n order at each Workers' Conpensation Court.
C. The Bailiff may in his discretion inspect any object carried by any

person entering the prem ses. No one shall enter or remain in the prenises
wi t hout submitting to such an inspection if requested to do so.

D. The Bailiff may in his discretion search the person of anyone
entering the prem ses or any space in it. Anyone who refuses to permt such a
search shall be denied entry.

E. Unl ess authorized by the Wirkers' Conpensation Court, no canera,
recordi ng equi prrent or other type of electrical or electronic device shall be
brought into the prem ses.

F. No person shall be adnmitted to or allowed to remain in the preni ses
with any object that might be enployed as a weapon unless he or she has been
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

authorized in witing by a Wirkers' Conpensati on Judge to do so, or unless he or
she is a publicly enployed | aw enforcenent officer.

G The Bailiff shall enforce the whole of this rule, and pursuant to his
authority as a Deputy Sheriff, shall be authorized in his discretion to take any
| egal action necessary to preserve the order and security of the prem ses.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1 and 1310.2
HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnment of Labor, Ofice of

Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March 1993).

8§2111. Wbrkers' Conmpensation Courtroom Decorum and Conduct of Attorneys

A The following shall be observed in the opening of Wrkers'
Conpensati on Court and general courtroom decorum

1. the bailiff shall open each session of Workers' Conpensation Court
with an appropriate recitation and order.

2. No tobacco in any formw |l be pernitted at any tinme.

3. No food or beverage shall be brought into the courtroom

4. No readi ng of any material (except as necessary for the trial of any
case) will be permtted while Workers' Conpensation Court is in session.

B. As officers of the W rkers' Conpensation Court, attorneys are

rem nded of their obligations to assist in nmaintaining the dignity of the court.
All attorneys and other officers of the court shall dress appropriately. For
gentlenen, this neans a coat and tie. For ladies, this neans appropriate
prof essional attire. Al attorneys shall be respectful to the court and to each
other at all tines.

C. When private conversati on or conference between attorneys or people
i n attendance becones necessary during any court session, the parties shall |eave
the courtroom In the event discussion between counsel to the proceedings is
necessary, the court nmay grant recesses as needed.

D. Attorneys in argument shall not interrupt one another, and shall
address all remarks, objections, and coments to the bench, never to opposing
counsel . | mpronptu argunment or discussion between counsel(s) will not be
permtted.

E. Ex parte communi cation with the Wirkers' Conpensati on Judge, verbal

or witten, designed to influence his action in any case is prohibited.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19: 350 (March 1993).
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

§2113. Forns - Preparation and Adoption - Use

The O fice of Whrkers' Conpensation shall prepare and adopt such formns for
use in matters before the Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation as it nmay deem
necessary or advisable. Whenever O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation fornms are
prescri bed and are applicable, they shall be used. A photo ready copy of any
formmy be procured upon request to any District Office or the Main Ofice and
may be reproduced by the parties as needed.

The following forms have been adopted by the Ofice of Wrkers'
Conpensation for use in matters before the Wrkers' Conpensation Judges:

For m LDOL- WC- 1004 - Request for Social Security Disability
I nformati on and Cal cul ati on of Reverse O f set

For m LDOL- WC- 1005 - Motion and Order for Recognition of Right to
Soci al Security Reverse O fset

For m LDOL- WC- 1006 - Subpoena for Social Security Medical Information

For m LDOL- WC- 1007 - Enmpl oyer's Report of Occupational Injury or
Di sease

Form LDOL- WC- 1008 - Di sputed Clai m Form

Form LDOL- WC- 1011 - Sett | enent

Form LDOL- WC- 1015 - Request for | ndependent Medi cal Exam nation

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R S. 23:1306, 1310, 1310.1,
and 1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation, pronmulgated LR 16:297 (April 1990), Repromul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enployment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262 (March 1991), anmended by Loui si ana Departnent of Labor,
Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March, 1993), Amended by the
Depart ment of Labor, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 (Novenber 1994).

8§2115. District Clerk - Records - Wthdrawal

Each workers' conpensation district and the Records Managenment division
shall have a clerk(s), who shall be an ex officio notary public. The clerk(s)
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

shall be the custodian of all records and docunments for that district or the
O fice and no such records, docunents, or paper shall be w thdrawn.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronulgated in accordance with R S. 23:1293, 1310.1, and
1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of

Wor kers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2117. Enuneration of Fees in Workers' Conpensation Di sputes

The clerks for the Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation shall be entitled to
demand and receive the following fees in Wrkers' Conpensation di sputes:

1) Filing of 1008 or 1011 - $30.00

2) Service of Process on Secretary of State - $25.00

3) Copi es of any paper in any suit record $0.25 per page

4) For each certification - $1.00

5) Facsimle transm ssion - $5.00

6) Cost of preparation of record for appeal as provided in

Estimated of Final Invoice for Appeals found in Appendix 8.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310. 11,
and 1310.12.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 16:297, (April, 1990), Repromrul gated by the Louisiana
Depart ment of Enployment and Training, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation LR 17:262
(March, 1991), amended by the Loui siana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of Workers
Conpensati on Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2119. Cost

A Costs shall include a $30.00 filing fee, and may include expert
wi t ness fees, court reporter fees, and costs of depositions and such other costs
allowed by law, at the Workers' Conpensation Judge's discretion

B. The costs of preparing an appeal shall be initially sustained by the
appellant. In the case of pauper, the costs incurred by the Ofice of Wrkers
Conpensation in preparing the transcript shall be sustained by the Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensati on only where the pauper is the losing party.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.9,
1310. 11, and 1317.
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HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Loui si ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation LR 16:297, (April 1990), Repronulgated by the Louisiana
Departnent of Enpl oynment and Training, Ofice of Wirkers' Conpensation LR 17: 262
(March, 1991), anended by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, O fice of Workers
Conpensation Administration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2121. Format of Documents - Signhatures - Certificate of Service

Any pl eadi ng or ot her docunent submitted to the Director or to any Workers
Conpensati on Judge shall be typed or printed legibly on 8 1/2 x 11" paper and
shall bear the nane and signature of the person who prepared it, the firmnane,
i f applicable, the conpl ete address including the zip code, the tel ephone nunber,
i ncluding the area code and the case nunber, if one has been assigned to the
claim Al attorneys shall note their bar roll number on all docunents and
correspondence.

Copi es of all correspondence and any other instrunents sent to the Ofice
of Workers' Conpensation shall be nmailed by the party originating the
correspondence to all other parties of record in the case and a certificate to
that effect shall be attached to the original and filed with the office.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration. L.R 16:297, (April 1990), Repromul gated
by the Louisiana Departnent of Enploynent and Training, Ofice of Wrkers'
Conpensati on Admi nistration, L.R 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Loui si ana
Department of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR

SUBCHAPTER B. DI SPUTED CLAI M5

§2123. Commencenent of Claim Place of Filing

A "Form LDOL- WC-1008" shall be the formto initiate a disputed claim
for benefits, the controversion of entitlenment to benefits or other relief, as
required by LSA-R S. 23:1310.3 and 23:1209. The form nust be substantially
conplete to be accepted as an official filing. All docunments not in conpliance
with this rule shall be returned unfil ed.

B. In order toinitiate a claim the disputed claimformshould be sent
to a district office of proper venue pursuant to R S. 23:1310.4 or may be sent
to the Director of the Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, who will forward it
to a district of proper venue.
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C. If the office ascertains that a claimis sent to a district of
i mproper venue, it shall transfer the claimto a district of proper venue.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R S.23:1310.1, 1310.4, 1311
and 1314.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 16:297 (April, 1990), Repromrul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Office of Wrkers
Conpensation Administration LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by Louisiana
Department of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350
(March 1993).

8§2125. Prescription

For purposes of R S. 23:1209, a claim accepted as substantially conplete
and tinely filed in any district office or in the office of the director, shal
i nterrupt prescription.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1209, 1310.1, 1311
and 1314.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2127. Date of Filing - Stanping - Tinme - Facsimle Transmni ssion

Upon receipt in the office, the pleading or fornms and any other
correspondence shall be stanmped with the date of receipt. Any paper may be filed
by facsmlie transmi ssion. Filing shall be deened conplete at the tine that the
facsimle transmssion is received. The facsimle when filed has the sane force
and effect as the original

Wthin five days, exclusive of legal holidays, after the district office
or the records managenent division have received the transm ssion, the party
filing the docunent shall forward the following to the district office or records
manager :

(1) The original signed docunent;

(2) The applicable filing fee, if any; and

(3) Atransmssion fee of $5.00 (five dollars),

If the party fails to conply with the requirenents of the above paragraph
the facsimle filing shall have no force or effect.
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Time limts shall be calculated fromthe date of mailing as shown by the
post mark, other proof of nmmiling, or the date a facsimle transm ssion is
received.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310, 1310.1 and
1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers
Conpensation Administration, LR 17:262 (March, 1991), anended by the Louisi ana
Department of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350
(March 1993).

§2129. I nformal Medi ati on Conf erence

A. Wt hin 15 days of receipt in a proper district but with not |ess than
5 days notice to the parties unless the parties agree to neet at an earlier date,
the district office shall set the matter for an informal nediation conference
with a workers' conpensation Di spute Resolution Mediator. The notice may be
gi ven by tel ephone, but shall be confirnmed in witten form The notice shal
i ndicate the date, tinme, and place of the conference.

B. The purpose of the infornmal nediation conference shall be to nediate
and encourage resol ution of the dispute. As such the conference is designed for
enpl oyees, enployers and/or adjustors or clains managers. Wthin 24 hours of
receipt of a notice of informal nediation conference, the enployer shall be
obligated to notify his workers' conpensation insurer or adjuster, in case of a
self-insured of the date, time and place of the hearing.

C. If available the parties shall bring two (2) |egible copies of the
follow ng: LDOL-WC Form 1007, current nedical bills and reports, information on
wor kers' conpensation benefits previously paid and wage information. If the

enpl oyer has failed to tinmely file a conpleted 1007, the enployer shall be
assessed a fine in accordance with Rule 107. Nothing contained in the Form LDOL-
WC- 1007 shall be considered as an adm ssion of any fact contained therein

D. No stenographic report shall be taken at the infornmal nediation
conference and no w tnesses shall be called. Al statements nade at the
nmedi ati on conference shall be privileged and shall not be admissible in any
subsequent heari ng.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310. 2,
1310. 3 and 1310. 4.
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HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopt ed by Louisiana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 16:297 (April, 1990), Repromrul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enployment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by Loui siana Departnent of
Labor, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration L.R 19:

8§2131. Conclusion of Informal Mediati on Conference

A. When it beconmes apparent during the course of a conference that
agreenent on all issues cannot be reached, the workers' conpensation Dispute
Resol uti on Medi ator shall issue areport stating the result of the conference and

requiring that citations be issued immediately to all defendants. The report
shall be issued to the parties inmediately follow ng the conference or muil ed
within (5) days thereof.

B. If inthe nmediator's judgnent a foll ow up nediation conference would
be beneficial and would bring the parties closer to a resolution of their
di spute, a date shall be set for the conference. The scheduling of an additiona
conference(s) shall not delay issuance of citation to the defendant(s).

C. Fol | owi ng a nedi ati on conference at whi ch agreenent is reached on al
i ssues in dispute, a report enbodying the agreenent shall be issued to the
parties and the Wrkers' Conpensation Judge within five (5) days thereof. The
report may require dismssal of the claimor the filing of an LDOL Form 1011
within a specified period of tine. Failure totinely conply with the agreenent
will result in issuance of citations to all defendants. When all issues in
di spute are resolved at the first medi ati on conference, the Ofice of Workers
Conpensati on shall wai ve paynent of the $30.00 filing fee.

D. Service of Process. If any proper party defendant is present or
represented at the informal mnediation conference, formal citation and service
of process shall be nade upon that defendant or its representative at that tine.
Citation and service of process shall be proper upon any representative of the
def endant appearing at the nediation conference. The affidavit of the nediator
i n any subsequent proceeding shall be prima facie evidence that service has been
made in accordance with this rule.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2, and
1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation, pronmulgated LR 16:297 (April 1990), Repronul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262 (March 1991), anended by Loui si ana Departnment of Labor,
Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March, 1993), Amended by the
Depart nent of Labor, Office of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 ( Novenber 1994).
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82133. Failure to Attend Informal Medi ati on Conference

If any party fails to attend in informal nediation conference after due
notice, the W i rkers' Conpensation Judge, upon report from the Wrkers
Conpensation Mediator, shall fine the delinquent party an anount not to exceed
$500. 00, which shall be payable to the Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation

Administrative Fund. In addition, the Wrkers' Conpensation Judge may assess
against the party failing to attend, costs and reasonable attorney's fees
i ncurred by any other party in connection with the conference . If the plaintiff

fails to appear after due notice, the Wirkers' Conpensati on Judge may di sm ss t he
plaintiff's case without prejudice. Any appeal from penalties assessed under
this section shall be made in witing to the Wrkers' Conpensation Judge and
shall be referred to the nerits of the dispute.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R S, 23:1310.1, 1310.2, and
1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation, promulgated LR 16:297 (April 1990), Repromul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enpl oyment and Training, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation
Admi ni stration, LR 17:262 (March 1991), amended by Loui si ana Departnent of Labor
Office of W rkers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March, 1993), Anmended by the
Depart ment of Labor, Office of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 ( Novenber 1994),
LR 20: 1455 (Decenber 1994).

SUBCHAPTER C. ANSVERS AND HEARI NGS

§2135. Answers and Hearings

The defendant nust file an answer in the assigned district office within
fifteen (15) days fromthe date of receipt of the petition by certified mail or
servi ce thereof in any ot her manner provided by law, and nust certify that a copy
of the answer was sent to the claimant. An answer nay be amended prior to the
pretrial conference as a matter of right, and thereafter only w th approval of
t he Workers' Conpensation Judge.

Upon recei pt of the answer, the Wrkers' Conpensation Judge shall set the
matter for pretrial conference within 60 days.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2 and
1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopt ed by Louisiana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of

Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 16:297 (April, 1990), Repromrul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enpl oyment and Training, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation
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Admi nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by Louisi ana Departnment of
Labor, O fice of Wrkers Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

8§2137. Appearance of Parties

In all hearings before the Workers' Conpensation Judge the parties my

appear in person or by counsel licensed to practice law in the State of
Loui si ana. Corporate entities, unincorporated associ ations, insurance conpani es
and own-risk carrier shall appear only by such counsel. Counsel who w || appear

before the Workers' Conpensation Judge on behalf of a party in any proceeding
shall notify the Ofice of Wirkers' Conpensation of their appearance by
filing an entry of appearance or other appropriate pleading.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promnul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2 and
1317.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopt ed by Louisiana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensati on Administration, L.R 16:297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated
by Louisiana Department of Enploynent and Training, Ofice of Wrkers'
Conpensation Adm nistration, L. R 17:262, (March, 1991), anmended by Louisiana
Department of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350
(March 1993).

8§2139. Dismissal for Failure to Prosecute

A claimnmy be disnissed by the Workers' Conpensation Court for |ack of
prosecution for the follow ng reasons:

1) Where no service of process has been nade within sixty (60) days
after issuance of citation;

2) Wher e no responsive pl eadi ngs have been filed or no default has been
entered within sixty (60) days after service of process;

3) Where a cause has been pending six (6) nonths w thout proceedings
bei ng taken wi thin such period. This provision shall not apply if the cause is
awai ting action by the Wrkers' Conpensation Court; or

4) Where a party fails to appear for a properly noticed conference or
trial

Di smissal under this Rule shall be without prejudice. The Order of
Di smissal shall allowfor reinstatenment of the actionwithinthirty (30) days for
good cause shown.

The failure of an attorney or pro se litigant to keep the Wbrkers'
Conmpensation Court apprised of an address change nay be considered cause for
dismi ssal for failure to prosecute when a notice is returned to a party or the
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Wor kers' Conpensation Court for the reason of an incorrect address and no
correction is made to the address for a period of thirty (30) days.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

SUBCHAPTER D. DI SCOVERY AND EVI DENCE

§2141. Discovery and Attendance of Wtnesses

The hearing process shall be available to aid any party in pursuit of
di scovery and to conpel attendance of witnesses or production of evidence. The
Wor kers' Conpensati on Judge on hi s/ her own notion at any conference nay order the
production of discoverable material and nake any other order facilitating
di scovery. |npeachnent evidence shall not be discoverable material and a party
shall not be required to di sclose i npeachnment evi dence, including but not |inited
to wi t nesses, docunents, photographs or filns. Copies of discovery docunents are
to be nailed to all parties by certified mail, return receipt requested, and
shall not be filed in the record of the proceedi ngs unless required pursuant to
Loui siana Code of Civil Procedure Article 1474(C) or ordered by the Workers
Conpensati on Judge.

I nterrogatories propounded pursuant to Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure
Article 1457 or deposition by witten questions, pursuant to Louisiana Code of
Civil Procedure Article 1448 shall not exceed twenty-five (25) in nunber,
i ncluding subparts and the interrogatories must be relevant to the current
di spute as defined by the pleadings or at the informal conference. The Workers
Conpensation Judge, in his/her discretion, may by witten order enlarge the
nunber of interrogatories to be propounded. Any such request shall be by witten
notion directed to the Workers' Conpensation Judge who has been assigned the
case, and shall have attached all discovery docunments which are to be propounded.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310. 2,
1310. 14, and 1310. 15.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation, promulgated LR 16:297 (April 1990), Repromul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enpl oyment and Training, O fice of Workers' Conpensation
Admi ni stration, LR 17:262 (March 1991), amended by Loui si ana Departnent of Labor
Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March, 1993), Anmended by the
Depart ment of Labor, Office of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 (Novenber 1994).
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82143. Medical Evidence and Affidavits

Expert nedical or rehabilitation testinony may be admitted by:

(1D Reports of any health care provider certified as a true copy in
accordance with the Louisiana Revised Statutes 13:3715.1

(2) Deposi ti on;

(3) Oral exam nation in open court proceedi ngs; however, no nore than two
physi ci ans may present testinony for either party except by order of the Wirkers
Conpensati on Judge; or

(4) Any ot her manner provided by | aw

The Office, taking into consideration that it is costly and tine-consumni ng
to have physicians appear at the tine of hearing for the purpose of giving live
testi mony, encourages the production of nedi cal evidence by report or deposition

Wthin ten (10) days of receiving a copy of the other party's certified
medi cal report, a party-recipient shall advise the Wrkers' Conpensati on Judge
inwiting if there is an objection to the adm ssion of the report in evidence.
A copy of the objection shall be nailed to all parties of record in the suit.
Unl ess the Workers' Conpensation Judge and the other parties are tinely notified
of the objection, the party-recipient of the report shall be deenmed to have
wai ved the right to object and the report shall be adnmitted into evidence for al
purposes at the trial. VWen a tinmely objection is received, the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Judge may set a hearing on the notion, or rule on the matter at the
trial on the merits. The Wrkers' Conpensation Judge further has the discretion
to order a deposition of the doctor if necessary to clarify a report or to obtain
additional information, during the discovery period or at the trial on the
merits.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.2, 1124.1,
1125, and 1127.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnment of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers
Conpensati on Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Depart nent
of Labor, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

§2145. W thheld Medical Report

When the nedical records or reports of any physician have been wi thheld
froma party who has made written request for them the testinony or records of
the health care provider may be excluded by the Workers' Conpensati on Judge and
a civil penalty and attorney fees as provided in Louisiana Revised Statute
23: 1125 may be assessed.
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AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1 and 1125.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers
Conpensati on Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Depart nent
of Labor, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

8§2147. Determnination of Medical Costs

The determ nation of all medical reinbursenent shall be based upon the nost
current rei nbursenent schedul e adopted by the Director of the Ofice of Wrkers'
Conpensation. Every attenpt to resol ve di sputes over nedi cal rei nbursenent shal
be made by applying said schedul e(s).

Disputes as to the necessity and advisability of proposed or already
performed nedical care or services are premature unless and until the parties
have conplied with the utilization review procedures. Such premature disputes
will be dismssed without prejudice by the Workers' Conpensation Judge

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1142 and
1314.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers
Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Depart nent
of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

§2149. (Objections to Evidence

Except as otherwi se provided in Title 23 or by these rules, objection to
any evidence shall be governed by the Louisiana Code of Evidence and Code of
Civil Procedure.

An objection to testinony offered by deposition nust be interposed either
at the tine the deposition is offered into evidence or at the deposition

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers
Conpensati on Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Depart nent
of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350 (March 1993).
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§2150. Subpoenas

A. Subpoenas issued in connection with any workers' conpensation nmatter
shall be served by the party requesting issuance of the subpoena, and nay be
served by certified mail return recei pt requested or any ot her manner provided
by law. Proof of service shall be the responsibility of the party requesting the
subpoena. Once issued and served, a subpoena nay be cancell ed by the requesting
party only after witten notice to the opposing side. It shall be the
responsibility of the requesting party to provide witten notification of
cancellation to all opposing parties as well as the person under subpoena.

B. In order to be enforceabl e, subpoenas for hearing shall be served seven
(7) days prior to the schedul ed hearing date; subpoenas to conpel attendance of
nmedi cal experts shall be issued fourteen (14) days prior to hearing. Subpoenas
for hearing may be issued after expiration of these tinme linmts only by | eave of
court for good cause shown.

C. No official of the Social Security Administration shall be subject
to subpoena under these rules.

D. When it is necessary for any party to request nedical information
concerning a worker fromthe Social Security Admnistration, that request shal
be nade on Form LDOL-WC-1006, and shall bear the signature of the worker
evi denci ng the worker's consent to the release of this information, or shall have
attached a certified copy of the worker's signature as shown on the disputed
claimform LDOL-WC-1008, authorizing rel ease of nedical information.

E. No i ndependent nedi cal exam ner who has filed a report in accordance
with the provisions of Section 2142(E) of these rules shall be subject to
subpoena.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Pronul gated by the Loui si ana Departnment of Labor, Ofice
of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20:1295 (Novenber 1994).

SUBCHAPTER E. MOTI ONS AND CONTRADI CTORY HEARI NGS

§2151. Disqualification of Wrkers' Compensation Judge

Any party who feels that he cannot receive a fair and inpartial hearing
fromthe Workers' Conpensation Judge to whomthe matter is assigned shall nake
written notion requesting such Workers' Conpensati on Judge to withdraw fromthe
case. That application nmust set forth specific grounds in accordance with
Loui siana Civil Code of Procedure Article 151. The Workers' Conpensati on Judge
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may wi t hdraw wi t hout further proceedings and i nmedi ately refer the matter to the
Wor kers' Conpensation Chief Judge for reassi gnment; otherw se, the notion shal
be heard at a contradi ctory hearing before the Wrkers' Conpensation Chi ef Judge
or a designee of the Chief Judge.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2
1310.5 and 1310. 6.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnment of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Louisiana Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers
Conpensati on Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by the Depart nent
of Labor, O fice of Wirkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

§2153. Mdtion or Rule Day
A. Each district office shall designate a specific day of the week for

t he hearing of rules, notions, exceptions and argunments. A list of the rule days
for each district shall be available in any district office.

B. The Workers' Compensation Judge may require the parties to submt
briefs in connection with any exception, rule, or notion.
C. The nenorandum submitted in support of a notion for sumrmary judgment
shal I contain:
1. Alist of the essential |egal elenments necessary for the nover to be
entitled to judgnent;
2. a list of the uncontested facts which prove those el enent s;
3. as to each fact above, a copy of the docunent or portion thereof
cont ai ni ng proof of the fact.
D. The nmenorandumsubmitted in opposition to notion for sumary judgnent
shall contain:
1. Alist of the material facts which it is contended are in dispute;
2. as to each fact above, a copy of the docunment or portion thereof
containing the contradictory information.
E. In advance of the date set for the hearing of an exception, notion
or rule, any counsel may notify the Court that he waives his appearance and is
willing to subnmit the nmatter on briefs. At the time set for the hearing, any

counsel may wai ve oral argunent.
AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronulgated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).
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8§2155. Motion for New Tria

No nmotion for new trial will be entertained.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R S, 23:1310.1, 1310.2, and
1310. 6.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of

Wor kers' Conpensation Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

SUBCHAPTER F. PRETRI AL CONFERENCE AND | NSERTS

8§2157. Pretrial Procedure

A. Unl ess ot herwi se provi ded herein or by law, no suit requiring atria
on the nerits may be assigned except at pretrial conference.
B. Seven (7) days prior to the schedul ed pretrial conference, each party

to the dispute shall file a pretrial statement with the appropriate district
office and shall certify thereon that a copy has been nmiled to all other

parties.
C. Each Pretrial Statenment shall be signed by the party or counsel
preparing it and shall set forth:
1. Proposed sti pul ati ons.
2. Issues to be litigated at the hearing.
3. Contentions (including affirmative defenses).
4. A list and brief description of all exhibits to be offered into
evi dence identified by the exhibit nunber to be used at trial. Exhibits to be

used for inmpeachment or rebuttal need not be included on the list. Proposed
stipulations as to exhibit authenticity and/or adm ssibility shall be noted on
the exhibit Iist. Medi cal reports should be prefaced by a table of contents
identifying reports and records by author and date should be arranged in
chronol ogi cal order

5. A list of witnesses each party nay call and a short statenent as to
t he nature but not to the content of their testinony, and whether their testinony
will be offered live or by deposition. Except for the witnesses |listed, no other

Wit nesses may be called to testify except for good cause shown. This requirenent
shall not apply to inpeachment and rebuttal witnesses.

6. Docunment ary Evi dence sought but not yet obtained.

7. Depositions to be taken.

8. Prospects for settlenment, if any expl ored.

9. Estimated | ength of hearing.

10. Certificate of service of the pretrial statenment on all opposing
parties.
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D. Counsel who have prepared and submitted a pretrial statement to the
Wor kers' Conpensation Court shall attend the pretrial conference unless
permission is granted by the Court for substitute counsel to appear. Any

substitute counsel permitted by the Court to attend the conference shall be
know edgeabl e of all aspects of the case and shall possess the necessary
authority to commit his client or associate regarding changes, stipulations,
conprom se/ settlements, and trial dates.

E. The trial date selected for the case should not be nore than 60 days
fromthe date of the pretrial conference
F. At the conclusion of the pretrial conference, the Wbrkers

Conpensati on Judge shall set the case for trial and the pretrial statenment shal
be filed in the suit record. Notice of the setting shall be mailed to each
party.

G The Workers' Conpensation Court, upon its own notion, or upon the
request of any party and for cause shown, nay waive all or any part of the
requirenents of this Rule and assign a case for trial upon the nmerits at an
earlier date.

H. In the event there is any inpedinent to the holding of a pretrial
conference or a dispute arises between or anpng counsel relative to whether or
not a case qualifies for a pretrial conference under this Rule, a status
conference may be requested for the purpose of resolving the matter and/or for
rendition of an appropriate order to expedite the processing of the case. | f
appropriate, the Wrker's Conpensation Court will schedul e the status conference
with due notice to all parties.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated i n accordance with R S. 23:1310.1, 1310.2, and
1310. 6.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Loui si ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation, pronmulgated LR 16:297 (April 1990), Repromul gated by
Loui si ana Departnent of Enployment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262 (March 1991), anmended by Loui si ana Departnent of Labor,
Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation LR 19:350 (March, 1993), Amended by the
Depart ment of Labor, O fice of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 (Novenber 1994).

SUBCHAPTER G. TRI AL

§2158. Trial of Disputed |Issues; Continuance

A Only those issues listed in the Pretrial Statenents of the parties

shall be litigated at trial. No new issues shall be raised except by order of
the Workers' Conpensation Judge for good cause shown.
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B. No continuances shall be granted for the absence of a subpoenaed
witness if the subpoena was not issued in accordance with Section 2150 of these
rul es.

C. No continuance will be entertained based upon a conflict in the

schedul e of any party or attorney if the conflict arose after the date of the
pre-trial conference, except for good cause shown or in cases of crimnal
assi gnnments.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Pronul gated by the Loui siana Departnment of Labor, Ofice
of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20:1295 (Novenber 1994).

8§2159. Cases or O her Matters Under Advi sement

A case or other matter shall be considered as having been fully submitted

for decision imediately upon the conclusion of trial or hearing . Al |
testi mony, depositions, docunments and evi dence shall be introduced on or prior
to the day of trial. In instances where the Wirkers' Conpensation Court all ows

briefs, the parties shall be allowed a maxi mumof five (5) working days within
which to file concurrent briefs.

If a transcript of the testinobny is ordered by the Wbrkers' Conpensation
Court due to the appointnment of a successor judge, it shall be filed within
thirty days of the appointnment, and the case or matter shall not be considered
as fully submitted until the reporter files the transcript.

When necessary, for good cause shown, one extension may be granted by the
Wor kers' Conpensation Judge not to exceed an additional fifteen days for filing
of the transcript.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993), Anended by the
Depart ment of Labor, Office of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 (Novenber 1994).
SUBCHAPTER H. APPEALS
§2161. Appeals

Al'l appeal s shall be taken in accordance with the procedures set out in the

Loui siana Code of Civil Procedure and the relevant rules of the appropriate
circuit court of appeal
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AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 5.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnment of Enploynent and
Training, Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 16:297, (April
1990), Repromul gated by Loui si ana Departnment of Enpl oynent and Training, Ofice
of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anended by
Loui si ana Departnent of Labor, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration
LR 19: 350 (March 1993).

SUBCHAPTER | . SPECI AL DI SPUTES

8§2163. Request for Mbddification

Any party to the claim may apply for nodification pursuant to Louisiana
Revi sed Statute 23:1310.8 by filing a notion, with a Form LDOL-WC-1008. |If the
original decision or award was nmade by a District Court Judge, the party seeking
the modification shall furnish the W rkers' Conpensation Judge with the
appropriate evidence and docunments fromthe district proceedings. The parties
shoul d rely upon the testinony of the health care provi ders who have exami ned t he
enpl oyee and testified at the tinme of the previous award. The health care
provider's reports or testinony at the subsequent hearing nust show that the
health care provider was the health care provider at the tinme of the previous
award or has personal know edge of enpl oyee's condition at that tinme, or it nust
show that the health care provi der has exam ned reports, X-rays and/or any other
nmedi cal data referring to enployee's condition at the tinme of the previous award.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 8.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).
§2165. Disputed Counsel Fees

When a dispute arises anobng several counsels as to the identity of
claimant's counsel of record, or when several successive counsels lay claimto
a fee in the same case, the Workers' Conpensation Judge shall decide the issues
rai sed and allocate the fee allowed in proportion to the services rendered.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Loui siana Departnent of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
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Loui si ana Departnent of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration. Adnended by Louisiana Departnment of Labor, Ofice of Workers'
Admi nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

§2167. Social Security O fset

A. Where a request for reverse offset pursuant to LSA-R S. 23:1225 is
made in connection with a disputed claim it shall be nade by filing Form LDOL-
WC- 1008 or by responsive pleading. After a deternination of permanent and total
disability and calculation of the offset on form LDOL-WC- 1004, the Workers'
Conpensati on Judge shall issue an order on formLDOL-WC 1005(B) recognizing the
entitlenent to the offset for social security benefits fromthe date of judicial
demand, and setting the amobunt of the offset.

B. When workers' conpensation benefits are being paid and are not
di sputed, a request for reverse offset pursuant to LSA-R S. 23: 1225 nay be nmde
by notion on formLDOL-WC-1005(A) or by letter, filed in the appropriate district
office. When properly filed, the notion or letter requesting reverse offset
shall be granted ex parte fromdate of filing. Upon receipt of such a request
the district office shall request information concerning receipt of social
security benefits fromthe social security adm nistration and shall cal cul ate the
anmount of any offset on form LDOL-WC-1004. No fee shall be charged in connection
with a request nmade under this subsection.

C. No unil ateral offset shall be recognized by this office after March
20, 1993.
D. I nformati on concerning recei pt of social security benefits and the

anounts thereof shall be obtained only by personnel of the Ofice of Wrkers'
Conpensation on Form LDOL-WC-1004, which shall be properly executed by an
of ficial designated by the Social Security Adm nistration.

E. No official of the Social Security Administration shall be subject
to subpoena under these rules.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993), Anended by the
Depart ment of Labor, Office of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20: 1295 (Novenmber 1994).
§2168. Financial and Conpliance Heari ngs

A Hearings on financial and conpliance appeals held pursuant to LSA-
R S. 23:1171 shall be held in an expedited fashion within 15 days of the filing

of the appeal, and shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the
Adm ni strative Procedures Act.
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B. No suspensive appeal of a deternmination of the financial and
conpliance officer will be entertained.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Pronulgated in accordance with R S. 23:1310. 1.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Promnul gated by the Loui si ana Departnent of Labor, O fice
of Workers' Conpensation, LR 20:1295 (Novenber 1994).

SUBCHAPTER J. UNDI SPUTED CLAI MS AND EX PARTE MOTI ONS

§2169. Joint Petition Settlenents

A lunp sum or conprom se settlenent shall be presented to the Workers'
Conpensati on Judge for approval by Form LDOL-WC-1011 and joint petition of the
parties. The enployer/insurance carrier nust also submt Form LDOL-WC-1007 if
it has not been previously filed with the office.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated wi n accordance R S. 23:1272, 1274, 1310.1,
1310. 2, and 1310. 3.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Departnent of Labor,Ofice of Wirkers'
Conpensation Administration, LR 16:297, (April, 1990), Repronulgated by the
Department of Enploynment and Training, Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation
Admi nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anmended by the Loui si ana Departnment of
Labor, O fice of Wbrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).

82171. Reserved

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 8.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisi ana Departnment of Labor, O fice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Departnment of Enploynent and Training, Ofice of W rkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262 (March, 1991), anended by the Loui si ana Departnent of
Labor, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993),
Anended by the Departnent of Labor, O fice of Wirkers' Conpensation, LR 20:1295
(Novenber 1994).

8§2173. W thdrawal of Counsel
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LAC 40: 1. Chapter 21 Hearing Rul es

When an attorney seeks to obtain an ex parte order to withdraw as counsel
for a party, he shall include in his application a statenent that he has given
written notice to the party he was previously representing, that he is no | onger
of counsel to himand of the status of the case on the court's docket. A copy
of such witten notice shall be attached to the application for the ex parte
order for withdrawal. An attorney who has been pernitted by ex parte order to
wi t hdraw shall give notice of same to all parties.

Counsel of record who withdraws prior to subm ssion of the case, and
desires to assert a claimfor fee, nust attach a statenment to that effect and set
forth the period of tinme during which the plaintiff was under his or her
representation.

AUTHORI TY NOTE: Promul gated i n accordance with R'S. 23:1310.1 and 1310. 2.

HI STORI CAL NOTE: Adopted by the Louisiana Departnment of Labor, Ofice of
Wor kers' Conpensation Adm ni stration, LR 16: 297, (April, 1990), Repromul gated by
the Departnent of Enploynent and Training, O fice of Wrkers' Conpensation
Adm nistration, LR 17:262, (March, 1991), anmended by the Loui si ana Departnment of
Labor, Ofice of Workers' Conpensation Adm nistration, LR 19:350 (March 1993).
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